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REVIEWS 

THE BIOGRAPHY OF AN AMERICAN 

History of Andrew Jackson, Pioneer, Patriot, Soldier, Politician, 
President. By Augustus C. Buell. With Portraits. Two volumes. 
New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. 

These volumes, dedicated by their author "To the embodi- 
ment in our times of the Jacksonian spirit, Theodore Roosevelt," 
are primarily intended to emphasize that of which much has late- 
ly been both written and spoken, viz., the "American" spirit. 
The methods and results are consequently very much like those 
of the same author's "Paul Jones, Founder of the American 
Navy," a work which in genuine attractiveness and lively inter- 
est proved to be a revelation of the services and personality of 
its subject. Mr. Buell has since died, having lived to complete 
the present work and hand it to the publishers, but without hav- 
ing been granted the privilege of looking over the proof sheets. 
Some discrepancies and unevennesses necessarily result, but this 
biography is still an absorbing and fascinating work. The read- 
er who takes it up is not likely to put it down for good until 
both volumes are read, — a safe and fair test, whatever defects in 
details may be objected to. 

This work, while no doubt the immediate result of the success of 
the " Paul Jones," yet seems to be the result of a life-time of convic- 
tion and study for itself It is an enthusiastic labor of love ; the 
author had it in his bones. His family before him were Jackson 
Democrats; ."the first book I ever read," he declares, "was 
Judge Alexander Walker's 'Jackson and New Orleans'." The 
author seems to have made a painstaking study of all the mate- 
rial he could put his hands on and to have taken every care in 
the initial preparation ; and then in the end to have made a rath- 
er hurried putting together of this material in the actual tran- 
scription. But this in no way affects the real value of the work. 
The author's intention was to write a popular book. He was a 
journalist by profession and method, and wished to make a "live" 
book or none at all. His purpose was to "realize" Jackson, and 
this can best be done, after accumulating all the material and 
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once forming a definite conception, by driving direct ahead and 
writing in a continuous stream. There are, in consequence, 
some repetitions, some trivial errors in statement and uneven- 
nesses in style ; but the work is very life-like, at times even bril- 
liant, pulsating with personality and rich with native flavor. 
Nor may it be denied that there has been gathered up impor- 
tant material not before given in any life of Jackson. 

There are no foot-notes, no learned and critical apparatus, al- 
though when the author quotes in the body of his narrative, he 
tells from whom. The judgments passed are the result of con- 
viction rather than the review of other men's opinions. As far 
as possible, the author lives Jackson over again. He sympathizes 
very far with Burr against what he believes are Jefferson's perse- 
cutions. He hates cordially New England's selfish conserva- 
tism, and he cares very little more for the old democracy of the 
aristocratic Virginia leaders, viewing it with undisguised impa- 
tience and even contempt. His feelings are all with Jackson 
and the new and rapidly developing West; and among the lead- 
ers of Jackson's time, he regards Calhoun as a hypocrite and 
Clay as very much of a scoundrel. Particularly he despises 
England and the English, who are worse than Indians and half- 
breeds, while the Spaniards are actual angels to them. Some- 
thing like these frank expressions seem to have been Jackson's 
own feelings and beliefs, and in the effort to portray Jackson for 
us as he was, they have seemingly become also Mr. Buell's. 

The Battle of New Orleans is told in far greater detail than 
any other episode in the "History." The pictures of the Tennessee 
frontier, Alabama and the Southwest Territory as the abode of 
the Indians — witness the wealth of Indian names still to be 
found in Alabama and Southwestern geography — the mixture 
of peoples in the New Orleans of the early part of the century, 
the unformed conditions in the Georgia borderland and the state 
of Spanish Florida, are presented with marked vividness. These 
portions of the book are not only the freshest and most roman- 
tic, but they reveal most clearly the character of Jackson and 
explain his career. 

The game, or better, business, of politics is looked at practic- 
ally. It is a practical American journalist who is here talking to 
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men of the same ilk whom he has known. Jackson is a hero, 
but he is not faultless. His duelling, his occasional drinking, 
his quarrels, are as frankly commented on as the noble home- 
life which shows the tender relations with his mother and his wife, 
the high sense of personal dignity and the intrepid courage of 
the man, are set forth. Mr. Buell loves a popular hero, whether 
in Paul Jones or in Andrew Jackson. He believes in and hon- 
ors humanity, humanness, courage, a fighter, even a duellist ; one 
who can drink with a friend and shoot an enemy upon com- 
punction ; one who may take the law in his own hands, but ac- 
complishes something ; one who, even if in the wrong way, may 
be counted on to do the right thing in the end. 

On the whole, there is an evident disposition on the part of 
the author to be fair, a determination not to be controlled by 
bias and to bring to bear a spirit of judicial fairness. In many 
instances, as in the matter of the Dickinson duel, the Benton 
quarrel, the extreme acts in the Southwest and Florida, when 
Jackson anticipates and directs instead of follows the tardy ac- 
tion of Congress, the war with the United States Bank and else- 
where, the author marshals the facts and seems to wish to pre- 
sent the case at least fairly. He is not bent on making his hero 
a paragon, but he is trying to explain his course and make him 
human and living, and he balks at nothing. This is the great 
advantage which Mr. BuelFs biography has over Parton's thor- 
ough work and Mr. Buell's book thus gives a far truer picture of 
the real Jackson than Parton's volumes. In the off-hand dicta 
expressed on Calhoun, Clay, and other political opponents of 
Jackson, our author is avowedly giving expression to the popu- 
lar partisan Jacksonian prejudices of the day. 

According to the journalist's creed a book must be first inter- 
esting to be convincing ; and this book is interesting. Only the 
salient features are taken, the outline given, the psychological 
moment caught, to make the portrait clear and striking. For 
this, references and notes and supersubtleties of refinement 
would be in the way. The method is panoramic and even dra- 
matic. It may and does err in points, but these are of no mo- 
ment in comparison with the total impression made. For in- 
stance, there seems to be some confusion of William and Willie 
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(pronounced Wiley) Blount, and Jackson's law partner and life 
friend was John ( not Thomas ) Overton. But the portraiture is 
essentially consistent from first to last, and so we feel is really 
truthful. Obvious imperfections and infirmities are even empha- 
sized because they leave Jackson all the more life-like, and dis- 
play his real greatness despite these and with these. 

The readableness, enjoyment and instructiveness, of the vol- 
umes admit of no doubt, and there can be as little that they will 
take high rank as a frank interpretation of human nature and of 
genuine character, by one who knew men and judged men by 
broad standards. As a notable Tennesseean of the fifty years 
following Jackson, has said: "Taking the century from 1750 to 
1850 Andrew Jackson is more completely and eminently the 
type and representative of the genuine American man at his best 
and, in some respects, at his worst, than any other man in our 
History." 



THE LETTERS OF AN ENGLISH LIBERAL 

Letters of Lord Acton to Mary Gladstone. Edited, with an introduc- 
tory Memoir, by Herbert Paul. With two plates. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co. 

Mr. Morley's notable "Life of Gladstone" has made all rela- 
tions with him and any new light thrown upon him a matter of 
more than ordinary moment. The letters of Lord Acton to 
Gladstone's daughter possess, indeed, this interest, but it is only 
a secondary one. Nor even is the fact that the striking Cam- 
bridge Modern History, now in course of realization, was planned 
by Lord Acton, the justification for publishing his letters. Both 
of these circumstances may add to the timeliness of the publi- 
cation ; but it would be eminently unfair to Lord Acton's rich 
and remarkable personality to have any one but himself the 
cause. His own great knowledge, and clear grasp of men and 
things, his striking opinions on current issues of life and the day, 
are sufficient reward. These opinions, besides revealing a rarely 
sympathetic and highly cultivated mind, show a burning zeal for 
truth and liberty. They consist of political issues, historical 
questions, theological speculations, the content of old and new 



